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REMINDER: Simon Hamilton

Thief's spree

nets £6000
and 3 guns

By JOHN CASSIDY

A ROVING thief went
on a crime spree at the
weekend in Comber
and bagged £6,000 in
cash and three guns.

Now it has sparked a call
from an MLA for gun
owners to tighten their secu-
rity around their homes to
stop weapons falling into
the hands of crime gangs.

In the first incident, an
OAP’s home was burgled
last Saturday night.

The crooks broke into the
elderly man’s home on
Longlands Road in the
outskirts of Comber.

They forced open the
front door in a daylight
raid and took away two
rifles and a shotgun.

The elderly man was not
at home at the time.

Police have revealed that
the three guns are a
Midland 12-gauge double-
barrelled shotgun, a
vintage Diana 22 rifle and
an FN Herstal rook rifle.

The suspicion is that
members of gun clubs are
being targeted by gangs
who are acting on
intelligence provided by
rogues who have access to
membership lists.

“This burglary is a
reminder to everyone who
legitimately keeps a
firearm in their home to
have it locked away safely
in a gun cabinet at all
times when it is not in
use,” said local DUP MLA
Simon Hamilton.

Hostage

The following day
robbers took around £6,000
in cash from Comber
Costscutters, holding staff
and customers hostage in
the process.

Four masked men went
into the Mill Street shop
around 11pm last Sunday.

They forced staff and
customers to lie on the floor
and demanded keys to the
safe. One of the men kept
watch in the shop while an
accomplice removed around
£6,000 from the safe.

The notes were stuffed
into a black holdalls before
dashing out to where a
getaway driver was waiting
in a white Ford Transit van.

The van then sped off in
the direction of Belfast and
police believe it was
damaged at the front
driver’s side.

A PSNI spokeswoman said
no weapons were produced
during the robbery and
none of the staff or
customers were injured.

They have appealed for
anyone with information to
contact them on 0845 600
8000 or Crimestoppers con-
fidentially on 0800 555
111.

REPUBLICAN activist Gerry
McGeough is to use a top
secret MI6 document proving
Gerry Adams’ membership of
the IRA, in an effort to beat a
serious terrorist rap.

The 51-year-old married father of
four, is currently charged with
being a member of the IRA when
he was 16 years old.

A teacher by profession and a pub-
lished author, McGeough is also
accused of wounding a UDR man in a
shooting incident in 1981.

Three years ago, McGeough, of Brantry,
Co. Tyrone, was arrested at the count cen-
tre in Omagh where he was standing as an
Independent Republican candidate.

He was taken to a PSNI interrogation cen-
tre in Antrim and later remanded to
Maghaberry Prison where he remained for
three weeks, before his legal team secured
bail after agreeing to comply with extremely
tough conditions.

An ex-IRA gunrunner and former Sinn
Fein ard comhairle member, McGeough
faced charges of IRA membership in 1975
and the attempted murder of UDR soldier
Sammy Brush in 1981.

The trial which was held under the no
jury Diplock Court system opened at
Belfast Crown Court earlier last March — a
full three years after McGeough’s arrest.

However, it was suspended after just two
days, when McGeough’s lawyers requested
information from the NIO relating to a
secret Government deal relating to ‘on-
the-run’ IRA members who were loyal to
the Sinn Fein leadership.

identity

It later emerged that on December 24
2000, several dozen ‘on-the-run’ republi-
cans attended at meeting in a Dundalk
hotel where after proving their identity,
they were handed ‘Royal Pardons’ (below)
by a member of the British Secret Service.

A copy of the pardon is shown here.

After a restart, the trial was put on hold
once more after an ‘abuse of process’ applica-
tion by McGeough’s legal team, which
claimed it was impossible for him to mount
a proper defence to the charges without full
disclosure of the prosecution case.

The request for NIO files has been
denied and the trial is set to resume of
September 7.

Among evidence being presented by the
prosecution is a number of passages from
one McGeough’s novels.

The book, ‘Defenders’ — a work of fiction
—was published in 1998.

If convicted, McGeough will spend a
maximum of two years behind bars before
being released under the terms of the
Good Friday Agreement.

Last summer he suffered a massive
heart attack and only survived after
undergoing emergency surgery.

McGeough believes he’s being singled out
for harsh treatment by the authorities
because he has been critical of Sinn Fein’s
modified political position on Northern
Ireland, which includes support for the PSNIL.

And he says the security forces appear
to be under the illusion that he had some
sort of influence on so-called dissident
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McGeough

sdys papers
prove Adams

was in IRA

republican thinking.

A devoutly Catholic man, who is also an
active member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians in his native Tyrone, Gerry
McGeough freely admits to holding
staunchly republican views, although he
insists there is no justification today for
violence in pursuit of political goals.

McGeough is hoping that a document
which recently came into the public
domain may highlight the injustice of the
case being mounted against him.

“I think this document may help my case,”
he told the Sunday World. “It proves that
the British Government — through its Secret
Service met Gerry Adams because he was a
member of the IRA. It states that in it.

“It is dated June 21 1972 - that is a full
three years before they claim I was an IRA
member — why then is Gerry Adams not
charged with IRA membership as well as
me?” demanded McGeough.

The missive, marked ‘Top Secret’ was
compiled by P.J. Woodfield, a member of
the British Secret Service, following a
meeting with Gerry Adams and
Provisional IRA founder David O’Connell.

It details a meeting which took place at
the behest of the IRA in the home of
Colonel M.W. McCorkell at Ballyarnett in
Derry near the border with Donegal.

Also attending the meeting, was Belfast
solicitor P.J. McGrory, whose role was to
vouch for the Bone Fides of MI6 men P.J.
Woodfield and Frank Steele, who were
representing Northern Ireland’s first ever
Secretary of State, William Whitelaw.

The secret pow-wow had been arranged
to ascertain where Whitelaw was able to
agree to a three-pronged IRA initiative
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QUIZZED: Gerry Adams is confronted by Australian TV about being a member of the IRA

which would result in the IRA calling an
indefinite ceasefire.

The IRA had earlier sent word to the
British stating that it would call an imme-
diate halt to hostilities providing the
Government reciprocated by agreeing to:

*accept the demand of certain convicted
prisoners for political status.

*that the British Secretary of State
would order the cessation of harassment
of IRA members.

*and that after the ceasefire was shown to
be effective, he would be prepared to meet
representatives of the Provisional IRA.

The lengthy report also states that
Adams and O’Connell asked the British to
facilitate a meeting with the then recently
formed Ulster Defence Association.

Item No 13 of the reports states: ‘The IRA
then asked if the Northern Ireland Office
would be prepared to use their good offices to
introduce them to representatives of the
UDA. They clearly recognised the UDA as
being a potentially dangerous power centre
in Northern Ireland and implied that if a
meeting could be effected they might get
along better than some people would expect.’

But in a far more astonishing entry in
the report, the British spook revealed how
he dictated the wording of an IRA cease-
fire announcement while Adams and
O’Connell wrote it down.

In this section Woodfield writes: ‘They
appeared open to advice on this point and
I therefore dictated the following formu-
la, which both of them took down and said
would be satisfactory.

“We are ordering an indefinite ceasefire
to take effect from .......... In the confi-
dent belief that the Secretary of State
will make an exceptional response to this
exceptional measure as he said he would
in his public statements.” —

The report concludes with the Secret
Service man’s assessment of Adams and
O’Connell which left him in now doubt that
both men held senior positions in the IRA.

It states: ‘Their behaviour and attitude
appeared to bear no relation to the indis-
criminate campaigns of bombing and
shooting in which both have been promi-
nent leaders’

Gerry McGeough says he feels he’s being
made a scapegoat as a warning to others.

He said he wanted to know why his trial -
which is estimated to have cost in excess of
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